
for life in today’s schools as 

well as support for on-going 

professional development. 

Regular updates about 

equipment, on-line resources 

and their use, short articles 

about pedagogies which are 

appropriate for the 21st 

century classroom and 

healthy critiques and debates 

are all welcome contributions 

to the CERT newsletter to 

help set-up a vibrant 

community of learners and 

educators.  

Several full-time members 

of staff within the Faculty of 

Education received their 

initial teacher- education 

from this Faculty.  Many 

have vivid memories of 

what used to be referred to 

as the Teachers’ Resource 

Centre. This was situated at 

the site where today one 

finds It-Tajra playschool.  

Messy spirit duplicators, 

noise-crunching Gestetner 

copying machines, complete 

with wax sheets and curse-

inducing styluses to do 

multiple copies of handouts 

meant to be used with 

children, rubber stamps and 

rollers – clock faces and the 

map of the Maltese islands 

come to mind – constituted 

standard, modern-day 

equipment!  

Fast forward thirty years 

and during the current 

academic year, Faculty 

Board agreed to give the 

much-needed resource 

centre a new breath of life:  

the Centre for Educational 

Resources & Technology 

(CERT) is being set-up with a 

view towards creating a 

real and virtual space for 

staff and students to discuss, 

plan, support, inform and 

share with each other ideas, 

resources, events, activities 

and projects. These should 

p redom i n an t l y  a s s i s t 

students in their initial 

teacher-education course for 

the practical preparation 

A Word from the Dean                       Prof. Valerie Sollars  

The Editor 

Welcome to the first edition 

of the CERT Newsletter. Our 

newsletter aims to facilitate 

and  encou rage  the 

exchange of information 

between staff and students 

at the Faculty of Education. 

We are living in an era 

where information is 

spreading at incredible 

speed, driven by networks 

which broaden connections 

by means of the Internet. 

Today we live in a global 

village where everyone can 

be connected and where 

the most up-to-date 

information from experts is 

available 24/7 assuming of 

course that you know where 

to find it! We at CERT aim 

to help you as educators 

and prospective teachers, to 

access the information you 

need, from the right sources 

at the right time, using the 

online environment as the 

medium of access.   
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In this first edition of the 

newsletter we wish to share 

with you our vision of the 

Centre for Resources and 

Technology.  

We see CERT as a hub of 

activity for staff and 

students of the Faculty of 

Education. A facility that will 

offer the resources and 

support needed by 21st 

century educators. CERT is a 

place where members of the 

Faculty will be able to work 

together collaboratively and 

individually on tasks and 

projects in a relaxed 

informal atmosphere.  

In addition we plan to 

converge and cultivate 

various research ideas and 

to provide you with support 

a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n 

mechanisms for current, 

emerging and future      

projects in education. 

CERT is currently undergoing 

a restructuring project which 

will transform the Centre 

into the 21st century facility 

which the Faculty merits.  

such a Centre would be of 

benefit to their subject. 

When asked about what 

types of resources they find 

most accessible, 73% 

mentioned that they use 

online resources whereas 

12% use paper based 

resources. In relation to 

physical space, students feel 

that they prefer to work in a 

qu i e t ,  y e t  f r i e n d l y 

environment that fosters 

collaboration with the help 

of digital resources. As CERT 

We recently distributed an 

online survey amongst staff 

and students at the Faculty 

of Education, to find out 

what you would like our 

Centre to provide for you. 

From the data we have 

collected from student 

respondents, it has emerged 

that all students consider a 

Centre for Resources and 

Technology as an important 

asset for the Faculty of 

Education. 98% of student 

respondents agreed that 

we shall strive to ensure that 

our staff and students have 

an adequate space and 

environment in which to work 

in a spirit of community as 

well as for individual 

practice.  

News from the Centre 

Inside Story Headline 

Focus on Resources 

Until some time ago, we 

either had to create our own 

resources or buy them for 

use in the classroom. 

Nowadays we have access 

to free and open resources, 

if only we knew where to 

look for them. Using the 

CERT B log ( h t tps ://

certeduc.wordpress.com/) 

and a specific CERT-curated 

resource-information website 

(http://www.scoop.i t/t/

educat i ona l - re sou r ces -

technologies) we aim to help 

you to gain access to fresh 

resources and ideas that you 

can use in your classrooms. 

We are also currently 

undergoing a process of 

reviewing existing resources 

whilst seeking out new ones 

that can help you enrich 

you r  ex pe r i en ce  i n 

Education.  

Seymour Papert (http://

www.papert.org/), a world 

renown expert on how 

technology can provide new 

ways to learn, describes the 

disengagement with schools 

as a product of boredom - 

“the reason most kids don’t 

like school” he says “is not 

that the work is too hard, 

but that it is utterly boring”. 

At CERT we are committed 

to giving a new dimension to 

the definition of resources. 
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The Directorate for Lifelong 

Learning recently organised 

an extremely well attended 

seminar in connection with 

the EU Agenda on Lifelong 

Learning (Gzira Waterfront 

Hotel, Friday 1st February). 

The great turn out for this 

meeting provides some indi-

cation of the general inter-

est in the field.   

There is however one worry-

ing aspect of the current 

global discourse on the Life-

long Learning that often 

makes it a far cry from the 

UNESCO espoused concept 

of Lifelong Education in the 

seventies and eighties.  The 

switch from lifelong educa-

tion to lifelong learning is 

not innocent.  It places less 

emphasis on structures and 

entitlement and more on the 

individuals taking charge of 

their own learning, often at 

considerable expense.  It 

minimises the role of the 

State and leaves everything 

to the market. Education is 

therefore turned from a 

social into an individual re-

sponsibility. Policy docu-

ments promoting these fash-

ionable ideas should be the 

subject of constant critical 

scrutiny by discerning edu-

cators.  

Most of the stakeholders at 

the seminar focused on edu-

cation as a public good ra-

ther than the consumption 

good that the shift in dis-

course, from that of 

UNESCO to the OECD and, 

to a certain extent, the EU, 

has brought about. What 

was however worrying is the 

very conventional emphasis 

on ‘employability’, on 

‘learning to earn,’ which 

renders what was once an 

expansive concept of edu-

cation (Lifelong Education) 

rather reductionist in scope.  

I find it disheartening to 

hear trade union represent-

atives speak more of invest-

ment in training of ‘human 

resources,’ that is ‘learning 

to earn’ and become em-

ployable, than of revitaliz-

ing that long standing and 

historically rich trade union 

tradition of adult education 

known  as workers’ educa-

tion. This area represents 

one of the richest dimensions 

of the field.   It emphasized 

not ‘employability’ but em-

ployee empowerment and 

access to knowledge that 

allows them to develop be-

yond being simply produc-

ers and consumers to becom-

ing  social actors, fully ca-

pable of contributing to 

changing the world around 

them.  

 ‘Employability’ is at the 

heart of the agenda in the 

discourse on lifelong learn-

ing; it does not necessarily 

mean employment.  In Eu-

rope, it is fuelled through 

ESF funding on which many 

organisations in adult learn-

ing are increasingly de-

pendent. Rather than admit-

ting to the failure to create 

sustainable employment, 

spokespersons for industry 

and policy makers place the 

emphasis on people lacking 

the necessary skills. In many 

parts of Europe, youngsters 

are gaining greater qualifi-

cations than their parents 

did. They cannot however 

enjoy their standard of liv-

ing. Lifelong learning, as 

currently promoted, gravi-

tates around the notion of a 

‘knowledge economy’ which 

might not lead to the level 

of employment and financial 

POLITICS OF LIFELONG LEARNING      Peter Mayo 
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“IT IS HOWEVER 
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DOMINANT 

DISCOURSE, 

REGARDING 

LIFELONG 

LEARNING 

WORLDWIDE, 

REDUCED TO 

SIMPLY LEARNING 

FOR WORK” 

rewards being anticipated, 

given the global competition 

for the few high paying 

middle class jobs available.  

That there should be some 

link between adult education 

and the economy is under-

standable. The setting up of 

the ETC and the re-

establishment of MCAST are 

steps in the right direction.   

We all know the difficulties 

experienced by small com-

panies, lacking economies of 

scale, to render ‘in house 

training’ a viable option; 

there is also the danger of 

poaching by rival firms. 

It is however still worrying to 

see the dominant discourse, 

regarding lifelong learning 

worldwide, reduced to simp-

ly learning for work. If any-

thing, what we really need 

are forms of education 

which enable persons to 

learn to engage critically 

with work. The view which 

attaches lots of importance 

to old and new basic skills 

but which avoids the very 

important notion of ‘critical 

literacy,’ overlooks the role 

of the citizen as social actor.  

Furthermore, an increase in 

investment in adult education 

with economic returns in 

mind, without a correspond-

ing reciprocal investment in 

the economic sector, perpet-

uates, and probably exac-

erbates, the situation of 

‘education for export’ - a 

characteristic of colonial and 

neo-colonial policies to date. 

Prof Peter Mayo 

Peter Mayo is a professor 

at the Department of 

Education Studies, Faculty of 

Education, University of 

Malta. He is also a member 

of the Collegio Docenti for 

the doctoral research 

programme in Educational 

Sciences and Continuing 

Education at the 

Universita`degli Studi di 

Verona. He teaches in the 

areas of sociology of 

education and adult 

continuing education, as well 

as in comparative and 

international education and 

sociology in general.  
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PRI-SCI-NET is an EU funded 

FP7 project promoting 

inquiry-based learning in 

primary science for children 

aged 3-11 years. The 

project is coordinated by the 

Malta Council for Science 

and Technology (MCST) and 

has 17 partners from 14 

countries. Doing inquiry 

i n v o l v e s  t h e  a c t i v e 

engagement of children in 

the learning process with 

emphasis on observations 

through authentic and 

problem based learning 

activities where there is no 

need to get  the correct. 

Children draw conclusions on 

the evidence collected.  

The project Pri-Sci-Net will 

produce the following 

outputs 

 Publication of 45 science 

teaching activities using 

IBSE in 15 different  

languages; 

 Recognition of Excellence 

for teachers implementing 

I B S E  a t  p r i m a r y  

Certificate;  

 T w o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

conferences in Cyprus and 

in Malta;  

 Four 20-hour national 

training course on IBSE in 

the 13 partner countries;  

 Three  i n te rna t i ona l 

teacher-training courses;  

 A virtual European 

network platform for 

teachers and researchers 

in primary science;  

 An online newsletter and 

a research journal on IBSE 

in primary science; 

The project is relevant to 

primary teachers interested 

in science as it will offer: 

downloadable teaching 

material which teachers can 

use in class; training courses 

in Malta and abroad; online 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d 

networking; and the chance 

to participate in international 

conferences. 

The materials produced will 

be available on the project 

website for downloading. 

The project will also provide 

financial support to allow the 

participation of some 

teachers to attend the 

international activities. For 

further information on 

opportunities please visit  

www.PRISCI.NET 

Pri-Sci-Net: Promoting inquiry-based learning in Science   
By Prof. Suzanne Gatt 

Multimodality in Practice - launching a series of multimodal 

research projects                       by George Cremona 

that situations including those 

encountered in educational 

contexts, are all texts made 

up of a set of modes 

functioning together .   

This Multimodality in Practice 

series intends to propose a 

number of research projects 

analysing this natural 

amalgamation of modes and 

its impact on different 

educa t i ona l  con tex t s .  

Currently there are two on-

going research projects: 

1. Presenting a multimodal 

version of a traditional 

(1980) Maltese children 

storybook. 

2. Modes in music videos 

and their impact(s) on 

Modern Foreign Language 

teaching - a comparative 

research project.  

These projects involve 

continuous collaboration and 

t e a m w o r k  b e t w e e n 

university academics, school 

teachers and their students.   

In all this, CERT serves as the 

showcase disseminating 

findings to academics, 

teachers, student teachers 

a n d  s t u d e n t s .  

Simultaneously, through CERT 

those involved in the projects 

and others at the receiving 

end have the opportunity 

(throughout all the phases of 

the particular project) to 

work together, discuss, 

debate and evaluate the 

different projects and their 

outcomes. 

Anyone interested to know 

more about the series or to 

propose possible future 

research projects is invited to 

s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o 

george.cremona@um.edu.mt 

The research project series 

Multimodality in Practice - 

launched in January 2012 - 

intends to explore factors 

and evaluate experiences 

which educators encounter 

when multimodal theories 

are implemented in practice.   

Modes are channels or small 

units through which a 

particular message may be 

transmitted or presented. 

Each mode has a particular 

potential. Embodied modes 

or bodily produced modes 

include (among others) 

spoken language, gesture, 

g a z e ,  o r  p o s t u r e .  

Disembodied modes “include 

among others music, print, 

layout, colour, clothes and 

any other mode deriving 

from the setting or material 

world where the interaction 

is happening". 

In brief, the crux of 

Multimodal theories suggests 
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“DOING INQUIRY 

INVOLVES THE 

ACTIVE 

ENGAGEMENT OF 

CHILDREN IN THE 

LEARNING 

PROCESS WITH 

EMPHASIS ON 

OBSERVATIONS”  

Prof. Suzanne Gatt 

Suzanne Gatt is a 

teacher trainer in   

Primary Science and 

Primary Environmental 

Education at the      

Faculty of Education,  

University of Malta. She 

has conducted research 

and published on 

various aspects of 

education including: 

children’s ideas on 

plants and animals, 

constructivism, 

education reform at 

European level.  

Mr. George Cremona 

George Cremona   

lectures in  

German language 

teaching methodology.  

Among his areas of 

interest are:  the role of 

the media (with special 

attention to the 

Internet) in the 

teaching and learning 

of Modern Foreign 

Languages, as well as   

Multimodality and its 

effects on Foreign 

Language teachers and 

learners.  
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Can the introduction of digital game-

based Spanish taster classes, promoted in 

the later primary years, help increase the 

number of students deciding to further 

their studies in the Spanish language? This 

is the question posed by the author as she 

proposes an interesting study, with 

students at Year 6 and Form 1 level, 

using a number of existing digital games 

to support the theories using the 

appropriate games, a deeper form of 

learning can be triggered.  

Promoting the Spanish 
Language Through Digital 
Educational Games 
 

Linette Farrugia (PGCE Spanish) 

Centre for Educational 

Resources and Technology 

Rm 103, Level -1,  

Faculty of Media and 

Knowledge Sciences, 

University of Malta  

Phone: +356-2340-2403/4 

E-mail: cert.educ@um.edu.mt 

Follow us on the Web 

 

What if Shakespeare’s characters had Facebook profiles? What would they write about? 

What updates would they post? In this paper the author describes how during a specific 

English Literature class a group of secondary school girls got engaged with the character 

development in Shakespeare’s twelfth night. The author proposes an interesting research 

study to investigate the level of engagement vis-à-vis use of social networks.   

Student Perspective 

@certedu 

http://certeduc.wordpress.com  

From birth, humans have this innate urge 

to learn to survive, and most often we 

see this urge manifested through the 

games people play. In this paper the 

author proposes a study focusing on the 

learning of computer language amongst 

primary and secondary school students 

using Scratch. Through Scratch (http://

scratch.mit.edu/), students can build 

various games and animations, using their 

creativity and imagination.  

Facebook’s Place in the English Literature Classroom – Back of 
the Class or Top of the Class? 

 
Emma Paris (PGCE English) 

Digital Game Based Learning 
 

Silvianne Buttigieg (PGCE Computing)  

www.um.edu.mt/ 
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During Semester 1 of this academic year, PGCE students submitted seminar papers which included pro-
posals for research in various areas of TEL.  

Here are 4 of the proposals we have chosen. Find out more about these interesting projects by visiting 

our blog at  http://certeduc.wordpress.com  

Teaching Mathematics with Technology: Using Mobile and 
Tablet ‘Apps’ to Motivate Student Learning  

 
Agnetha Agius (PGCE Mathematics)  

In an era surrounded by devices like smart phones and tablets, can we make use of apps to 

teach Mathematics ‘effectively’? The proposed research study targets Form 2 boys, each 

having and using his own tablet device. Observation data is collected over a 4-month 

period. The proposed study compares two different classroom methodologies; traditional 

face-to-face approach versus the technology-based approach using mobile devices, in terms 

of student motivation for under-achieving pupils.  

http://certeduc.wordpress.com/
http://certeduc.wordpress.com/

